
Today, we are going to jump right in to the text to find how the Apostle 
Paul saw everything in his life from the perspective of the advancement 

of the gospel.

The Gospel Perspective
Read Philippians 1:12-14
What did Paul think about his imprisonment and why?

Read 1:15-18a
There actually were people who were trying to stab Paul in the back and cause trouble 
for him, but to do so, all they had to talk about when it came to Paul was his 
unbelievable message. As a result, their slander was actually serving to spread the 
message of Jesus. If people were slandering you, would they be talking about Jesus?

What did Paul think about the attacks of those people?

How do personal attacks on your character affect you?

Read 1:18b-26
At any moment, Paul could be executed as a traitor because he confessed that his Lord 
was Jesus—even over Caesar. Does Paul think he will be killed or released and why?

At the core of this belief is actually Paul’s gospel perspective. It is the gospel that gives 
Paul confidence in eternity with Christ, and it is the gospel that gives Paul confidence 
that his work on earth isn’t yet done. Does the gospel give you confidence like that?

Read 1:27-30
The chapter concludes with Paul’s admonishment that the Philippians are to live 
“worthy of the gospel,” and he also affirms that such living produces unity among 
believers, endurance through opposition, and receptivity to suffering. How does a 
focus on the gospel produce unity, endurance, and receptivity to suffering?

Take it Home
In each of the above passages, Paul describes difficult circumstances as if they are 
actually victories. It’s almost as if we can hear him saying, “It’s more about the gospel 
than it is about me, so everything can be a victory.” Think about a difficult situation you 
are facing or one you have faced in the past. What difference does a gospel perspective 
make in situations like that?

Bonus Question
What do you think about having the church purchase a building next to a strip club?
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